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Prior to COVID-19, UWTC held auditions at Kent State 
University of Trumbull for kids in Kent State’s Theatre 
Program to be a Spokes Kid for United Way of Trumbull 
County. The idea is for the kids chosen to help spread the 
word about all the good work being done in our community.  
Though the pandemic changed and delayed the roll out, we 
are happy to introduce Bailey as our lead Spokes Kid!  She 
competed with other kids by learning and performing a script 
that explains what United Way is all about. The three 
judges viewed more than 20 kids and chose Bailey based 
on her intonation, presence, and passion for giving back. 

Bailey has volunteered for United Way on several 
occasions.  She is most concerned about helping people 
who may be hungry or homeless and hopes her role as 
Spokes Kid will get much needed help for people in 
Trumbull County.  

We want to give a special thanks to her mom, Dana Warren-Tolios of TCF Bank for being our videographer 
and photographer for this project during these unusual times!  Dana is also a volunteer for United Way of 
Trumbull County. 

Stay tuned to see the video and learn about the United Way of Trumbull County Spokes Kids!

Bailey Tolios Named Lead Spokes Kid  
for UWTC 
 

United Way 

Ph:    330-369-1000 
Fax:  330-.369-5555  
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OUR MISSION 
Helping Children & Families 
Thrive in Trumbull County! 

OUR VISION 
To inspire and build a

community where everyone 
has the opportunity to reach 

their full potential. 

Connect with us! 

“The latest data 
published this year 
by United Way of 
Ohio shows that 
even before the 
pandemic, 42% of 
people in Trumbull 
County had an 
income level 
below the 
necessary 
threshold to afford 
the basics.” 

– Ginny Pasha
President of UWTC
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For many, necessities have become hard choices - do I pay my rent, or do I feed my family?  The latest data published 
this year by United Way of Ohio shows that even before the pandemic, 42% of people in Trumbull County had an 
income level below the necessary threshold to afford the basics.  Now, help is needed not only for those who were 
hurting long before we ever heard of COVID-19, but also those who never expected they would have to make these 
hard choices due to circumstances beyond their control.  

The long-term consequences of this pandemic will not disappear any time soon.  For many people, your support 
means food on the table, diapers for infants, life-saving insulin, utilities, and the ability to pay their rent or mortgage.  
But let’s be honest, it really means looking their child or loved one in the eye and saying, “We will be alright”.  

Your support is also a long-term investment in the future of our community.  At United Way of Trumbull County, we 
invest in literacy initiatives like Reading Great by 8 to ensure students will read at grade level by grade three.  This 
year we also launched the Ohio Governor’s Imagination Library. At the time of this letter being published, 2,100 
children have registered to receive a free book in the mail every month.  And in August we announced the Born 
Learning Trail in Perkins Park.  When completed, the Trail will be a series of ten interactive signs that offer fun, 
learning activities for young children and their families with four additional signs that encourage kids to make healthy 
choices.  We believe we are one of only two counties in Northeast Ohio to offer a Born Learning Trail and may be the 
only one in the country with an additional focus on health intended to support the work Women United of Trumbull 
County is doing around diabetes. 

Your United Way also continues to support and partner with non-profits offering more than 20 local programs that align 
with our mission of being UNITED IN HELPING CHILDREN AND FAMILIES THRIVE. This includes the Help Network 
of Northeast Ohio, a critical resource for our community during the COVID-19 pandemic.  They serve as a 
comprehensive, up-to-date database of community resources, and they are the suicide hotline for Trumbull County.  It 
won’t be surprising to most of you to learn that mental health inquiries are now the number one reason people are 
calling for help.  Your local dollars are impacting local lives. 

In 2020, United Way of Trumbull County has risen to the challenge of the times by simply asking our community, “How 
can we help?”.  We listened and we have met the challenge by providing food and essentials, diapers, insulin, masks, 
school supplies, virtual read-alouds, and more.  We also provided Thankful Acts of Kindness for essential workers who 
are on the front-lines during this pandemic.  And we did all this while continuing our ongoing work to help people in our 
community to LEARN WELL, EARN WELL, and STAY WELL.  We have been here for you since 1923, and we will 
continue to be here for you through this pandemic and beyond.   

As we kick off our annual campaign, please enjoy the updates included here in our fall newsletter. We hope you 
appreciate the work we are doing and will consider giving a donation to support our collective futures.   I live 
here.  You live here.  Let’s LIVE UNITED for a better tomorrow for all of us in Trumbull County.  

Sincerely, 

President & CEO 
United Way of Trumbull County 

Dear Friends, 

In many ways the past few months have transformed our lives and our 
community. The onset of COVID-19 has created an unimaginable challenge for 
all of us.  It has exposed broken places in our community that have left those 
already marginalized even more desperate for help.  And others who never 
expected to need a helping hand – but now they do. 

Yet, in such a challenging time, the thing that gives me great hope and 
inspiration is seeing how quickly our community has come together.  
Collectively, we demonstrate the power we have as individuals, businesses, 
government, and nonprofits to address the needs of Trumbull County.  Our 
amazing network of donors and partners are ensuring that 
resources continue to flow to our friends and neighbors during this 
unprecedented time.   
 

of Trumbull 
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NOVEMBER 
UNITED IN THANKS 
• Join us for Thankful Acts of Kindness and 

help us recognize individuals who have 
recently helped someone you know during 
their time of need. 

DECEMBER 
12 DAYS OF GIVING BACK 
• Volunteer individually or as a team at one of

our partner agencies! 
(Free volunteer t-shirt available.) 

• Show your community how to LIVE UNITED
by doing a RANDOM ACT OF KINDNESS for 
someone in your workplace, neighborhood, 
school, family, group of friends, or community. 
(Free volunteer t-shirt available.) 

Women United Help Seniors
Like Sheila Smith 
 Join us as we work together to improve lives in Trumbull County

UNITED WAY 
PARNTER 
AGENCIES 

American Red Cross Lake to 
River Chapter

Boy Scouts of America 
Great Trails Council  

Catholic Charities 

Community Volunteer Council

Family & Community
Services:

Big Brothers Big Sisters 
of Mahoning Valley 

Foster Grandparents
Program 

SCOPE Senior Services

Someplace Safe

Greater Warren-Youngstown 
Urban League

Help Network of Northeast 
Ohio 

Inspiring Minds 

Niles Community Services 

Northeast Ohio Children’s 
Rehabilitation Center

Potential Development 
Program 

Salvation Army 

Second Harvest Food Bank

Trumbull Mobile Meals

SEPTEMBER 
UNITED FOR SUCCESS* 
• Develop and record a tutorial video of a fun 

and educational, STEM-related activity for
students. (Free volunteer t-shirt available.) 

OCTOBER
THE GREAT FALL GIVE BACK 
• Join us as we complete basic yard work and 

maintenance for Seniors, Veterans, and 
physically impaired individuals. You select 
your date and availability, and we'll match your
team with a resident in need. 
(Free volunteer t-shirt available.) 

• Help boost mental and physical health by
hosting a Caring Card Shower or Personal 
Care Items Drive for our senior residents. 

For the past seven years, United 
Way volunteers have come 
together for UWTC’s annual United 
Way @ Work event by rolling up 
their sleeves and helping area 
seniors, veterans and physical 
impaired individuals with outside 
yard work and maintenance 
projects; and partner agencies with 
food, school supplies and basic 
essential needs.  However, due to 
COVID-19 pandemic, this year, 
United Way @ Work projects will be 
socially distanced or virtual.  What 
does that mean?  That means there 
are even MORE WAYS to get 
involved and help our community 
THRIVE!  

This year’s United Way @ Work 
projects include painting interactive 
signs for the Born Learning Trail, 
hosting a Caring Card Shower or 
Care Items Drive for nursing home 
and senior living residents, 
developing a tutorial and fun STEM 
related video for local schools and 
their students, participating in 
Thankful Acts of Kindness, and 
volunteering at one of our funded-
partner agencies who need 
additional help.   

To learn more, CLICK HERE and 
register to volunteer for one of the 
safe and socially distanced 
projects. If you have a volunteer 
opportunity that you would like us to 
include as part of United Way @ 
Work or if interested in sponsorship, 
please direct an email to Cindy at 
crogers@unitedwaytrumbull.org.   

UNITED WAY OF TRUMBULL COUNTY 
WAS AWARDED THE 

Born Learning Trail 
Breaks Ground 

Volunteers from Laborers Local 935 and Barton Malow began work on the Born Learning Trail at 
Perkins Park in Warren August 20th, as part of a new United Way @ Work project, and in an effort to 
further United Way of Trumbull County’s early literacy initiative to LEARN WELL. 

The Born Leaning Trail, when completed, will be located on a stretch of sidewalk between the two 
pavilions, just west of the Warren Community Amphitheatre.  The trail will offer a series of 10 signs that 
provide fun activities that promote early childhood literacy and physical activities for young kids in 
addition to helping parents and caregivers create quality engagement opportunities while visiting the 
park.  

As part of the Women United Diabetes Prevention and Management Initiative, the trail will also 
include four additional signs encouraging kids to eat healthy foods and to make exercise a fun part of 
their daily routine.   

Based on Trumbull County’s 2019 Community Health Assessment, three health priority areas were 
brought to the forefront including mental health and addiction, chronic disease, and maternal and infant 
health.  

“One way to decrease chronic disease is to provide opportunities for physical activity, which the Born Learning 
Trail will do through stations where children practice reading and have a physical activity to do while walking on 
the path around the playground.” announced Jenna Amerine, Grants Coordinator for the Trumbull County 
Combined Health Districts. 

United Way would like to thank the project’s sponsor 717 Credit Union.  Thanks to 717’s financial 
support and the help of the project volunteers, this will be the first Born Learning Trail built in northeast 
Ohio, outside of Ravenna. 
The Born Learning Trail is another example of how United Way is helping young children and students 
LEARN WELL.  United Way of Trumbull County’s LEARN WELL initiatives includes Reading Great by 8, 
designed to increase the number of Trumbull County children reading at grade level by the third grade, 
and the new Ohio Governor’s Imagination Library, created to ensure every child has access to free 
reading books from the moment they are born so that they are entering kindergarten ready to succeed.  

 “Young children learn through playing – the Born Learning Trail will provide families with 
access to fun, hands-on activities that support how kids learn best and promote the 
development of early literacy skills. What a wonderful addition to Perkins Park!” said Lori 
Faust, Youth Services Manager of the Warren-Trumbull Public Library.   

United Way of Trumbull County will continue to offer a series of United Way @ Work volunteer projects 
that offer small group and virtual opportunities throughout the remainder of the year, many of which are 
focused on early childhood literacy and STEM education.  To learn how you can get involved or to 
submit a volunteer opportunity, visit https://www.unitedwaytrumbull.org/united-way-work-2020. 

To learn more about Reading Great by 8 or to give a gift to help United Way of Trumbull County advance 
the Reading Great by 8 Literacy Initiative into every school district in Trumbull County, visit our webpage 
at https://www.unitedwaytrumbull.org/literacy-programs or direct an email to info@unitedwaytrumbull.org. 

Volunteer & Sponsorship Opportunities 

The Women United Diabetes Initiative launched in August of 2019 to raise awareness and provide help with 
the cost of insulin for people with limited incomes. 

During the past year, we have found that most people seeking help are seniors who are spending a
significant portion of their monthly income on medication.  Though most have insurance through Medicare, at 
some point during the year they will experience a coverage gap, also referred to as the donut hole, when 
more of the financial responsibility will fall on them to pay for their prescription medications.  This often 
creates a hardship for seniors in our community forcing them to make tough choices about their medications.

Sheila Smith, a senior citizen in Warren who has raised five children, has had diabetes for more than twenty 
years.  In talking with her, you sense immediately that she is a woman of great resilience and determination 
with strong family ties. But even though she believes “where there is a will, there is a way” she became 
concerned about how she could handle the rising cost of insulin along with the cost of her other prescription 
medications.  She began to “stretch” her insulin by reducing the medication from four daily doses to three 
daily doses. She also cut back on the amount of times she tested during the day. But even with these ill-
advised actions, the cost had become overwhelming.  As she would stand in line at the pharmacy, she heard 
many others say they were doing the same thing. 

Her doctor stressed to Sheila how imperative it is for diabetics to take the recommended dosage of insulin to 
prevent complications from the disease.  She was uncertain what to do, so when she began taking nutrition 
classes at Trumbull Regional Medical Center, she asked the nurse for advice.  The nurse gave her 
information about Women United and Sheila was able to get help immediately.  Sheila has survived recurring
skin cancer, a heart attack, a stroke, and other health issues from the time she was a young adult.  Recently 
she experienced trauma when a window unexpectedly came crashing down on both hands. She remains
vigilant, making sure they heal properly as diabetics are at a higher risk for amputation. Her daily routine has
become much more difficult and due to COVID-19, she cannot accept help from others without risking
exposure.  

But amazingly, Sheila remains positive and optimistic.  She believes there is always someone else who is 
worse off than herself and if life begins to take a wrong turn, then she just turns it right! If she has one piece 
of advice, it would be, “Never give up and to always look on the positive side”.  During the interview, 
Sheila reminisced about her blind aunt who learned to adapt to a dark world.  When she was young, Sheila 
watched how her aunt arranged her home to accommodate her needs.  She would then go home and turn 
out all the lights to understand the challenges her aunt faced.  She learned early on the importance of 
adapting, to never count yourself out, to rise to the challenge, and to always have a Plan B.  

If you need help with the cost of your insulin, call 330-207-2065.  If you would like to donate to the Women 
United Diabetes Initiative, you can send a check to our office, text Trumbull to 41444, or visit 
www.unitedwaytrumbull.org/womenunited. We cannot provide assistance without your help!

For more information or to sponsor an activity, visit https://www.unitedwaytrumbull.org/united-way-work-2020 

https://www.unitedwaytrumbull.org/united-way-work-2020
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http://www.unitedwaytrumbull.org/womenunited
https://www.unitedwaytrumbull.org/united-way-work-2020


 

     Korynn and her little sister Eris enjoying a new book    
     from the Imagination Library.  

Family & Children First Council of Trumbull 
County, Trumbull County Health Department, 
and the Warren City School District. A mailing 
and email address for submission is provided on the 
entry forms. 

The Ohio Governor’s Imagination Library program 
was made possible by the Ohio General Assembly 
who committed dollar-for-dollar matching funds to 
all 88 counties. United Way of Trumbull County 
signed on to open and manage the Trumbull County 
program, and the Cafaro Foundation made the first 
contribution to get the program rolling.  Additional 
funding comes from public money and private 
donations designated to United Way of Trumbull 
County and earmarked for the program. 

A $25 donation provides one child the gift of 
Imagination Library books for an entire year. 

As an enhancement to the Reading Great by 8 early 
literacy initiative, United Way of Trumbull County 
implemented the Imagination Library program to 
ensure children enter the classroom ready to 
succeed and to better prepare the number of 
students reading at grade level by third grade.  The 
new program is a partnership with The Ohio 
Governor’s and Dolly Parton’s Imagination 
Library that provides young children (birth up to age 
5) access to free books by mail regardless of family
income.

Beginning with “The Little Engine That 
Could” written by Watty Piper and concluding 
with “Look Out Kindergarten, Here I Come,” by 
Nancy Carlson, the series of books are specific to 
each child's age group.  The books contain certain 
concepts and themes that include inspiration and 
imagination; love of reading and learning; regard for 
diversity of people, their roles, culture, and 
environment; promotion of self-esteem and 
confidence, and appreciation of art and aesthetics.  

Emily Cosma of Girard has two children enrolled in 
the program, her daughters Korynn, age 4, and Eris 
who is just 6 months old.   

“My daughters and I love Imagination 
Library!  My 4-year-old looks forward to 
getting a new book every month.  Some 
of her most loved and most read books 
have come from this program. Cuddling 

and reading is one of our favorite ways to 
bond at the end of every day,” she said. 

Since mid-Spring, 2,130 children have registered in 
Trumbull County.  Parents are encouraged to 
register children under the age of 5 online 
at  https://www.unitedwaytrumbull.org/imaginationlib
rary or pick up a registration form at the following 
partner locations:  The Warren-Trumbull County 
Public Library, the Trumbull Community Action 
Program, The Kinsman Free Public Library, the 

The Trumbull County 
Educational Service Center, in 
partnership with the United Way 
of Trumbull County and local 
Dollar General stores provided 
“A Boat Load of Literacy & 
Learning Supplies” to local
schools.  On August 19th, Dollar 
General representatives literally 
delivered a “boatload” of school 
supplies to Southington Local 
School District in preparation of 
the 2020-2021 school year. 

This community partnership was made possible by funds acquired through Ohio’s 1.2 million dollar Striving 
Readers Comprehensive Literacy Grant being managed by the Trumbull County Educational Service 
Center (TCESC). The grant has been awarded to TCESC preschools and six local school districts that 
include Lordstown, Newton Falls, Joseph Badger, Lakeview, Weathersfield and Southington. 

“The boatload of literacy supplies and related necessities fulfill the grant requirements of providing students 
with the means to access the curriculum and engage in literacy practices while having their basic needs met,”
said Angela Guarnieri & Lauren DeJulio, TCESC Grant Managers and Curriculum & Instruction Supervisors.

In addition to the literacy supplies, the three-year grant will focus on serving the greatest numbers of students 
living in poverty, students with disabilities, English learners, and students identified as having a reading 
disability. 

“United Way of Trumbull County is pleased to help remove barriers to student success. School may look 
different this year, but the need for school supplies and other resources for the students and their families is 
even more critical this year”, said Ginny Pasha, President of United Way of Trumbull County.
 

Seniors at High Risk due to 
Pandemic 

We care about your health and well-
being. If you are interested in 

volunteering at one of our partner 
agencies for any in-person essential

services, please follow the guidance of
the Centers of Disease Control and 

Prevention (CDC) and the Ohio 
Department of Health’s best practices.

American Red Cross 
Lake to River Chapter 

Daily need for volunteers.  
Virtual opportunities are available.

Online application available at 
https://www.redcross.org/volunteer/bec

ome-a-volunteer.html 
Phone: 330-392-2551 

Family & Community Services 
Daily need for volunteers.  

Online application available at 
https://fcsserves.org/opportunities/ 

Phone: 330-297-7097 

Salvation Army 
Red Kettle Campaign

For more information, call 
Phone: 330-297-7097 

Second Harvest Food Bank 
Online application available at 

https://mahoningvalleysecondharvest.org
/how-to-donate-and-help/volunteer-

opportunities
Phone: 330-792-5522 

Trumbull Mobile Meals 
Online applications available at 

www.trumbullmobilemeals.org/volunteer 
Phone: 330-394-2538 

For the most up-to-date 
volunteer opportunities, visit 

unitedwaytrumbull.org 

UNITED WAY 
BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS 

CHAIRMAN  
Kathleen Kiniklis 
Mercy Health 
Howland Medical Center 

VICE-CHAIRMAN 
Joe Johnson 
Huntington Bank 

TREASURER 
H. Scott Masters
Berkman, Jorgensen, Masters
& Stafman, LLC

SECRETARY 
Van Nelson 
Trumbull County Community 
Action Program 

Brian Boettcher 
717 Credit Union 

Esther Buschau 
The Cafaro Company 

Dante Capers 
Warren City Schools 

Mayor Douglas Franklin 
City of Warren 

Linsey Gray 
The Anderson-Dubose Company 

Pastor Todd Johnson 
Second Baptist Church 

Tammy Jorgensen 
Premier Bank 

James LeDenko 
Laborers Local 935 

Mathew Martin 
Trumbull Neighborhood 
Partnership 

Don Moore 
City of Cortland 

Robert Nemeth 
Stanwade Metal Products 

John Rossi, Esq. 
Farmers Trust Company 

Lisa Taddei 
First Energy 

Todd Weddell 
United Steelworkers Local 2155 

Imagination Library for Trumbull County 

Grant Provides Aide to Six Trumbull 
County School Districts
Southington Schools Receive a “Boatload” of School Supplies 

The release of a new ALICE (Asset Limited Income Constrained Employed) Report has come during an 
unprecedented time – the COVID-19 pandemic.   The pandemic has exposed the issues of economic fragility, 
widespread hardship, and growing disparities revealed in this latest report.  By showing how many Trumbull 
County households were struggling before the pandemic, the research provides the backstory for why the 
pandemic is having such a devastating economic impact. 

ALICE households are unable to afford the essentials, yet since they earn above the Federal Poverty Level, 
they are not eligible for assistance. The large number of households struggling before the COVID-19 crisis 
(42% in Trumbull County) helps explain why the dual impact of the current health crisis and economic
disruption is so severe.  

Seniors, in particular, are a high-risk group in terms of both health and finances.  Due to age, underlying 
conditions, and often living in group housing such as assisted living facilities or nursing homes, those over 
age 65 are more susceptible to getting and dying from COVID-19 than the general population.  This increased 
vulnerability, as well as the closing or limited access to senior centers, houses of worship, and other 
community organizations, has heightened anxiety and isolation among the senior population.  Some seniors 
have decided to leave the workforce earlier than planned in response to the heightened risk, thereby reducing 
their earnings and retirement savings.  

Thanks in part to funding from United Way of Trumbull County, partner agencies such as SCOPE and 
Trumbull Mobile Meals have been able to alleviate some of the anxiety created by the pandemic. Seniors
have continued to receive food and hot meals delivered to their homes along with a friendly smile.  For some 
seniors, this may be the only daily interaction with people they have. All COVID-19 protocols are followed to
ensure the safety of the seniors, employees and volunteers. In addition, Women United of Trumbull County 
has continued to help with the cost of insulin for seniors who are struggling to afford even a basic budget and 
are sometimes forced to choose between life-saving medication and other essentials.

Fundraising for non-profits has been difficult during COVID-19. This lack of funding impacts seniors as well as 
many others in our community. Please consider donating to United Way of Trumbull County to continue 
support of these much-needed programs. We cannot continue our work without your support. To learn more 
about the ALICE Report, visit our website at www.unitedwaytrumbull/what-is-alice.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

NEED HELP? 

CALL 2-1-1 
Your link to community resources. 
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Small Business United 

 

  

DONATE NOW FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN  
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THIS CAMPAIGN INCENTIVE IS BROUGHT TO YOU BY 
 

 
 
 
 

 
This past summer, Home Savings 
merged with First Federal Bank of 
Defiance to form Premier Bank. For 
the last three decades, Home Savings 
has supported United Way through 
workplace campaigns and volunteer 
engagement and fortunately, their 
faithfulness to the community will 
continue.   Premier Bank will run their 
workplace campaign in mid-October 
with the same commitment and 
enthusiasm as they have in the past 
and the bank's long-standing charitable 
foundation, a foundation that has 
donated more than $17 million over the 
last 30 years, will continue 
uninterrupted.   

At United Way of Trumbull County, we 
are fortunate to have Tammy 
Jorgensen, Senior Vice President of 
Private Banking, serving on our Board 
of Directors and on our Steering 
Committee for Women United. Other 
volunteers include Nancy Tabor who 
assists with the impact process of 
allocating funds to partner agencies, 
and Stacia Brown, a Women United 
Steering Committee member.  Premier 
Bank encourages their employees to 
be community minded by volunteering 
and offering their expertise to local 
non-profits like United Way of Trumbull 
County.   

We are excited to continue our 
partnership with Premier Bank and 
look forward to their positive influence 
in our community. 

 

 

Small Business United IS A NEW PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM 
DESIGNED WITH SMALL BUSINESS OWNERS IN MIND 
 

 

 

 

Proudly  
Partnered with 

 

 

 

Do you know about amazonsmile?  It’s 
the same great Amazon you love, but 
with .05% of your purchase price being 
donated to your community!   
 
Simply select United Way of Trumbull 
County as your designation charity and 
help us help people in need.  

 

Huntington Bank’s  
Stuff the Bus campaign proved 
successful despite the Pandemic. 
 
A heartfelt thanks to Huntington 
Bank and their employees who, 
amidst the pandemic, collected over 
a thousand bookbags for local United 
Ways.  This was the 10th annual 
"Stuff the Bus" campaign held by 
Huntington to benefit United Way of 
Trumbull County, and the Mercer, 
Columbiana, and Youngstown-
Mahoning United Ways.  United Way 
of Trumbull County received nearly 
300 book bags that were distributed 
to students in need.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kathy Kiniklis, United Way of Trumbull 
County Board President, picking up 
bookbags designated for Trumbull County 
students. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Insured or Uninsured, 
familywize can help! 

 
You CAN use FamilyWize if your Rx 
isn’t covered, if you’ve exceeded your 
plan’s maximum limits, if your plan’s 
deductible is higher than the cost of 
your Rx, or if your copay is higher than 
the cost of your Rx.   
 

Last year, the FamilyWize Prescription 
Discount Card Program provided over 
$125,032 in savings, helping more 
than 1,400 people in Trumbull 
County. To pick up your card, visit the 
United Way of Trumbull County office 
or go online at 
www.unitedwaytrumbull.org/family-
wize 
 
 

 

 

Macy’s of the Eastwood Mall kicked off their annual campaign, the BIG GIVE BACK, early August by donating 
$10,000 in clothes to United Way of Trumbull County.  The donation included more than 200 youth and junior 
dresses and suits for kids in need.  United Way presented the gift of clothing to partner agency Community 
Volunteer Council who will in turn provide the clothes to area families in need. (changed from cannot afford) 

Community Volunteer Council (CVC), organized in 1979 by Sadie Parks.  Since then, CVC has been devoted to 
helping low-income families of Trumbull County by being “Ready and Willing to Serve”.  They provide food, clothing, 
and household items for people in need in our community.  Marlene Roberts, the current executive of CVC, 
expressed her deep gratitude for this generous contribution.  Her organization began getting phone calls 
immediately from people in need. 

 

Premier Bank continues 
partnership to support Community 
Non-Profits  
 

 
Andrea Taylor (CVC), Ginny Pasha (UWTC), Marlene Roberts (CVC), Denise Sertich 
(Macy’s), and Pam Shelby (Macy’s) show some of the donated clothing. 
 

 

Greg Greenwood of Greenwood Chevrolet 
recently toured several United Way of Trumbull 
County’s partner agencies to see first-hand the 
funded programs and good work being done in 
Trumbull County, thanks to local supporters and 
corporate and individual donors.  He visited the 
following programs during his tour: 
 

• Trumbull Mobile Meals, Inc. – Sliding Scale 
Program that keeps meals affordable, or in 
many cases free, for those who are on fixed 
incomes or limited budgets.  

 

• Christy House, – Homeless Shelter that 
provides temporary shelter, hot meals,  

showers, and referral services for homeless individuals and families in need.   
 

• SCOPE Senior Services – Food Services, Tax Preparation, and Senior Support Services for 
persons 50 years or older. 
 

• Northeast Ohio Children’s Rehabilitation Center – Pediatric Rehabilitation Services which treats 
children with movement problem due to illness, disease, or disability. 

 

As many know, Greg Greenwood is well-known in the valley for his generous support to non-profits. 
Greenwood Chevrolet contributes to our Reading Great by 8 early literacy initiative and has sponsored our 
Annual Meeting, the Nine is Fine annual golf outing, and other events for many years.  And for the past 
decade, Greenwood Chevrolet has provided UWTC donors an incentive to give by offering their EXTRA-
MILE GIVEAWAY!   
 
This year, as part of Greenwood Chevrolet’s EXTRA-MILE GIVEAWAY, donors who contribute or pledge 
$260 or more ($5 a week) will be qualified for a chance to win a 2020 Trax or $15,000 in cash!  When you 
donate to United Way of Trumbull County, you not only can you qualify for the EXTRA-MILE GIVEAWAY, 
you are helping fund UWTC initiatives and local programs led by our funded-partners that feed, heal, shelter, 
educate, inspire, and nurture people of every age, gender, race, and socioeconomic status.  And you are 
helping to ensure that everyone has an equal opportunity to LEARN WELL, EARN WELL, and STAY WELL! 
 
To learn more about the EXTRA-MILE GIVEAWAY, visit www.unitedwaytrumbull.org/greenwood-promotion.   
To make a one time or recurring donation to United Way of Trumbull County or designate a portion of your 
donation to support a UWTC initiative or non-profit agency, visit our website at www.unitedwaytrumbull.org.  
or mail a check or money order payable to United Way of Trumbull County at 3601 Youngstown Road, 
S.E., Warren, Ohio 44484 or text the word TRUMBULL to 41444.  
 
 
 
 

Going the Extra Mile to Meet the Needs  
of Our Community  

 

GREENWOOD CHEVRLOT ANNOUNCED THEIR 2020 CAMPAIGN DONOR INCENTIVE  
 

 

To introduce this new opportunity, UWTC is partnering with TEMA Roofing Services, a local business with an 
exemplary reputation, strong family values, and a commitment to the community.  TEMA will be the face of the new 
program and will provide invaluable insights into being a successful small business.  

 
TEMA Roofing Services, proudly owned by the  
Froelich family, is a commercial roofing business 
 located in Girard.  Their team consists of experts  
with three generations of experience with a history  
of installing over 50 million square feet of commercial 
 roofing. Their services include existing roof main- 
tenance, restoration and repair with 24/7 emergency  
leak response, and Co-Op purchasing and Design- 
Build options for new roofing projects. United Way  
of Trumbull County learned about TEMA Roofing  
Services first-hand when we recently required  
repairs to our existing roof and their team provided  
professional and friendly customer service with high  
quality work.  
 
The TEMA team has supported UWTC by volunteering to read, participating in our golf outing, and later this month will 
participate in United Way at Work by assisting a local senior citizen with yard work and home repairs.  The Small 
Business United partnership will cement the relationship with UWTC even more.  It is a win for us, TEMA Roofing 
Services, and the community.   
 
When asked what motivates their employees, Justin Froehlich, VP at TEMA, provided this statement on behalf of the 
whole team:  
 

”We like to treat the residents in our community that need the help, 
like we treat our partners in the roofing industry.  Good service, 

quality and there for you when you need us.  We love what we do, 
and love to donate our time and efforts back to the ones that need it!” 

 
 

UWTC is excited to partner with a business that demonstrates a strong work ethic and genuinely cares about our 
community. Meaningful community change isn’t something that any one organization can accomplish alone. Small 
Business United aims to help local small businesses to support their community while getting the word out about their 
business. 
 
To learn about TEMA Roofing Services., visit www.temarofingservices.com or to learn about Small Business United 
visit www.unitedwaytrumbull.org/smallbusinessunited 

Workplace Campaign Corner 
MACY’S KICKS OFF CAMPAIGN WITH A DONATION OF $10,000 IN CLOTHING  
 

 

Macy’s and their employees have 
supported United Way of Trumbull 
County for years by running a workplace 
campaign and volunteering. 

Denise Sertich, “Giving back is in our 
DNA, and during this unprecedented 
time, we have the ability to provide our 
communities in need with support.” 
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Small Business United 

 DONATE NOW FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN 

3 

THIS CAMPAIGN INCENTIVE IS BROUGHT TO YOU BY 

This past summer, Home Savings 
merged with First Federal Bank of 
Defiance to form Premier Bank. For 
the last three decades, Home Savings 
has supported United Way through 
workplace campaigns and volunteer 
engagement and fortunately, their 
faithfulness to the community will 
continue.   Premier Bank will run their
workplace campaign in mid-October 
with the same commitment and 
enthusiasm as they have in the past 
and the bank's long-standing charitable 
foundation, a foundation that has 
donated more than $17 million over the 
last 30 years, will continue 
uninterrupted.

At United Way of Trumbull County, we 
are fortunate to have Tammy 
Jorgensen, Senior Vice President of 
Private Banking, serving on our Board 
of Directors and on our Steering 
Committee for Women United. Other
volunteers include Nancy Tabor who 
assists with the impact process of 
allocating funds to partner agencies,
and Stacia Brown, a Women United 
Steering Committee member. Premier 
Bank encourages their employees to 
be community minded by volunteering 
and offering their expertise to local
non-profits like United Way of Trumbull 
County.

We are excited to continue our
partnership with Premier Bank and 
look forward to their positive influence 
in our community. 

Small Business United IS A NEW PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM
DESIGNED WITH SMALL BUSINESS OWNERS IN MIND 

Proudly  
Partnered with 

Do you know about amazonsmile?  It’s 
the same great Amazon you love, but 
with .05% of your purchase price being 
donated to your community!

Simply select United Way of Trumbull
County as your designation charity and 
help us help people in need. 

Huntington Bank’s
Stuff the Bus campaign proved 
successful despite the Pandemic. 

A heartfelt thanks to Huntington 
Bank and their employees who, 
amidst the pandemic, collected over 
a thousand bookbags for local United 
Ways.  This was the 10th annual 
"Stuff the Bus" campaign held by 
Huntington to benefit United Way of 
Trumbull County, and the Mercer, 
Columbiana, and Youngstown-
Mahoning United Ways.  United Way 
of Trumbull County received nearly 
300 book bags that were distributed 
to students in need. 

Kathy Kiniklis, United Way of Trumbull 
County Board President, picking up 
bookbags designated for Trumbull County 
students. 

Insured or Uninsured, 
familywize can help!

You CAN use FamilyWize if your Rx 
isn’t covered, if you’ve exceeded your 
plan’s maximum limits, if your plan’s 
deductible is higher than the cost of 
your Rx, or if your copay is higher than 
the cost of your Rx.   

Last year, the FamilyWize Prescription 
Discount Card Program provided over 
$125,032 in savings, helping more
than 1,400 people in Trumbull
County. To pick up your card, visit the 
United Way of Trumbull County office 
or go online at 
www.unitedwaytrumbull.org/family-
wize 

Macy’s of the Eastwood Mall kicked off their annual campaign, the BIG GIVE BACK, early August by donating 
$10,000 in clothes to United Way of Trumbull County.  The donation included more than 200 youth and junior 
dresses and suits for kids in need.  United Way presented the gift of clothing to partner agency Community 
Volunteer Council who will in turn provide the clothes to area families in need. (changed from cannot afford)

Community Volunteer Council (CVC), organized in 1979 by Sadie Parks. Since then, CVC has been devoted to 
helping low-income families of Trumbull County by being “Ready and Willing to Serve”.  They provide food, clothing, 
and household items for people in need in our community.  Marlene Roberts, the current executive of CVC,
expressed her deep gratitude for this generous contribution.  Her organization began getting phone calls
immediately from people in need.

Premier Bank continues
partnership to support Community
Non-Profits

Andrea Taylor (CVC), Ginny Pasha (UWTC), Marlene Roberts (CVC), Denise Sertich 
(Macy’s), and Pam Shelby (Macy’s) show some of the donated clothing. 
 

Greg Greenwood of Greenwood Chevrolet 
recently toured several United Way of Trumbull 
County’s partner agencies to see first-hand the 
funded programs and good work being done in
Trumbull County, thanks to local supporters and 
corporate and individual donors. He visited the
following programs during his tour:

• Trumbull Mobile Meals, Inc. – Sliding Scale
Program that keeps meals affordable, or in 
many cases free, for those who are on fixed 
incomes or limited budgets. 

• Christy House, – Homeless Shelter that 
provides temporary shelter, hot meals, 

showers, and referral services for homeless individuals and families in need.   

• SCOPE Senior Services – Food Services, Tax Preparation, and Senior Support Services for 
persons 50 years or older.

• Northeast Ohio Children’s Rehabilitation Center – Pediatric Rehabilitation Services which treats
children with movement problem due to illness, disease, or disability. 

As many know, Greg Greenwood is well-known in the valley for his generous support to non-profits.
Greenwood Chevrolet contributes to our Reading Great by 8 early literacy initiative and has sponsored our 
Annual Meeting, the Nine is Fine annual golf outing, and other events for many years.  And for the past 
decade, Greenwood Chevrolet has provided UWTC donors an incentive to give by offering their EXTRA-
MILE GIVEAWAY!  

This year, as part of Greenwood Chevrolet’s EXTRA-MILE GIVEAWAY, donors who contribute or pledge 
$260 or more ($5 a week) will be qualified for a chance to win a 2020 Trax or $15,000 in cash! When you 
donate to United Way of Trumbull County, you not only can you qualify for the EXTRA-MILE GIVEAWAY, 
you are helping fund UWTC initiatives and local programs led by our funded-partners that feed, heal, shelter, 
educate, inspire, and nurture people of every age, gender, race, and socioeconomic status.  And you are 
helping to ensure that everyone has an equal opportunity to LEARN WELL, EARN WELL, and STAY WELL! 

To learn more about the EXTRA-MILE GIVEAWAY, visit www.unitedwaytrumbull.org/greenwood-promotion.   
To make a one time or recurring donation to United Way of Trumbull County or designate a portion of your 
donation to support a UWTC initiative or non-profit agency, visit our website at www.unitedwaytrumbull.org.  
or mail a check or money order payable to United Way of Trumbull County at 3601 Youngstown Road, 
S.E., Warren, Ohio 44484 or text the word TRUMBULL to 41444. 
 

Going the Extra Mile to Meet the Needs 
of Our Community 
GREENWOOD CHEVRLOT ANNOUNCED THEIR 2020 CAMPAIGN DONOR INCENTIVE 

To introduce this new opportunity, UWTC is partnering with TEMA Roofing Services, a local business with an 
exemplary reputation, strong family values, and a commitment to the community.  TEMA will be the face of the new 
program and will provide invaluable insights into being a successful small business. 

TEMA Roofing Services, proudly owned by the 
Froelich family, is a commercial roofing business 
 located in Girard.  Their team consists of experts 
with three generations of experience with a history 
of installing over 50 million square feet of commercial 
 roofing. Their services include existing roof main- 
tenance, restoration and repair with 24/7 emergency 
leak response, and Co-Op purchasing and Design- 
Build options for new roofing projects. United Way 
of Trumbull County learned about TEMA Roofing 
Services first-hand when we recently required 
repairs to our existing roof and their team provided 
professional and friendly customer service with high 
quality work. 

The TEMA team has supported UWTC by volunteering to read, participating in our golf outing, and later this month will 
participate in United Way at Work by assisting a local senior citizen with yard work and home repairs.  The Small 
Business United partnership will cement the relationship with UWTC even more.  It is a win for us, TEMA Roofing 
Services, and the community. 

When asked what motivates their employees, Justin Froehlich, VP at TEMA, provided this statement on behalf of the 
whole team: 

”We like to treat the residents in our community that need the help, 
like we treat our partners in the roofing industry.  Good service, 

quality and there for you when you need us.  We love what we do, 
and love to donate our time and efforts back to the ones that need it!” 

UWTC is excited to partner with a business that demonstrates a strong work ethic and genuinely cares about our 
community. Meaningful community change isn’t something that any one organization can accomplish alone. Small 
Business United aims to help local small businesses to support their community while getting the word out about their 
business. 

To learn about TEMA Roofing Services., visit www.temarofingservices.com or to learn about Small Business United 
visit www.unitedwaytrumbull.org/smallbusinessunited 

Workplace Campaign Corner
MACY’S KICKS OFF CAMPAIGN WITH A DONATION OF $10,000 IN CLOTHING 

Macy’s and their employees have 
supported United Way of Trumbull 
County for years by running a workplace 
campaign and volunteering. 

Denise Sertich, “Giving back is in our 
DNA, and during this unprecedented 
time, we have the ability to provide our 
communities in need with support.” 
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Korynn and her little sister Eris enjoying a new book    
from the Imagination Library.  

Family & Children First Council of Trumbull 
County, Trumbull County Health Department, 
and the Warren City School District. A mailing 
and email address for submission is provided on the 
entry forms.  

The Ohio Governor’s Imagination Library program 
was made possible by the Ohio General Assembly
who committed dollar-for-dollar matching funds to 
all 88 counties. United Way of Trumbull County 
signed on to open and manage the Trumbull County 
program, and the Cafaro Foundation made the first
contribution to get the program rolling.  Additional 
funding comes from public money and private 
donations designated to United Way of Trumbull 
County and earmarked for the program.  

A $25 donation provides one child the gift of
Imagination Library books for an entire year.

As an enhancement to the Reading Great by 8 early 
literacy initiative, United Way of Trumbull County 
implemented the Imagination Library program to 
ensure children enter the classroom ready to 
succeed and to better prepare the number of 
students reading at grade level by third grade.  The 
new program is a partnership with The Ohio 
Governor’s and Dolly Parton’s Imagination 
Library that provides young children (birth up to age 
5) access to free books by mail regardless of family
income.

Beginning with “The Little Engine That 
Could” written by Watty Piper and concluding
with “Look Out Kindergarten, Here I Come,” by 
Nancy Carlson, the series of books are specific to 
each child's age group.  The books contain certain 
concepts and themes that include inspiration and 
imagination; love of reading and learning; regard for 
diversity of people, their roles, culture, and
environment; promotion of self-esteem and 
confidence, and appreciation of art and aesthetics.

Emily Cosma of Girard has two children enrolled in 
the program, her daughters Korynn, age 4, and Eris 
who is just 6 months old.

“My daughters and I love Imagination
Library!  My 4-year-old looks forward to 
getting a new book every month.  Some 
of her most loved and most read books
have come from this program. Cuddling

and reading is one of our favorite ways to 
bond at the end of every day,” she said. 

Since mid-Spring, 2,130 children have registered in 
Trumbull County.  Parents are encouraged to
register children under the age of 5 online 
at https://www.unitedwaytrumbull.org/imaginationlib
rary or pick up a registration form at the following 
partner locations:  The Warren-Trumbull County 
Public Library, the Trumbull Community Action 
Program, The Kinsman Free Public Library, the 

The Trumbull County 
Educational Service Center, in 
partnership with the United Way 
of Trumbull County and local 
Dollar General stores provided 
“A Boat Load of Literacy & 
Learning Supplies” to local 
schools.  On August 19th, Dollar 
General representatives literally 
delivered a “boatload” of school 
supplies to Southington Local 
School District in preparation of 
the 2020-2021 school year.  

This community partnership was made possible by funds acquired through Ohio’s 1.2 million dollar Striving 
Readers Comprehensive Literacy Grant being managed by the Trumbull County Educational Service 
Center (TCESC). The grant has been awarded to TCESC preschools and six local school districts that 
include Lordstown, Newton Falls, Joseph Badger, Lakeview, Weathersfield and Southington. 

“The boatload of literacy supplies and related necessities fulfill the grant requirements of providing students 
with the means to access the curriculum and engage in literacy practices while having their basic needs met,” 
said Angela Guarnieri & Lauren DeJulio, TCESC Grant Managers and Curriculum & Instruction Supervisors.   

In addition to the literacy supplies, the three-year grant will focus on serving the greatest numbers of students 
living in poverty, students with disabilities, English learners, and students identified as having a reading 
disability. 

“United Way of Trumbull County is pleased to help remove barriers to student success.  School may look 
different this year, but the need for school supplies and other resources for the students and their families is 
even more critical this year”, said Ginny Pasha, President of United Way of Trumbull County. 
 

Seniors at High Risk due to 
Pandemic  

We care about your health and well-
being. If you are interested in 

volunteering at one of our partner 
agencies for any in-person essential 

services, please follow the guidance of 
the Centers of Disease Control and 

Prevention (CDC) and the Ohio 
Department of Health’s best practices.  

American Red Cross  
Lake to River Chapter 

Daily need for volunteers.  
Virtual opportunities are available. 

Online application available at 
https://www.redcross.org/volunteer/bec

ome-a-volunteer.html 
Phone: 330-392-2551 

Family & Community Services 
Daily need for volunteers.  

Online application available at 
https://fcsserves.org/opportunities/ 

Phone: 330-297-7097 

Salvation Army 
Red Kettle Campaign 

For more information, call 
Phone: 330-297-7097 

Second Harvest Food Bank 
Online application available at 

https://mahoningvalleysecondharvest.org
/how-to-donate-and-help/volunteer-

opportunities 
Phone: 330-792-5522 

Trumbull Mobile Meals 
Online applications available at 

www.trumbullmobilemeals.org/volunteer 
Phone: 330-394-2538 

For the most up-to-date 
volunteer opportunities, visit 

unitedwaytrumbull.org 

UNITED WAY 
BOARD OF
DIRECTORS 

CHAIRMAN
Kathleen Kiniklis 
Mercy Health 
Howland Medical Center 

VICE-CHAIRMAN
Joe Johnson
Huntington Bank 

TREASURER 
H. Scott Masters 
Berkman, Jorgensen, Masters 
& Stafman, LLC 

SECRETARY 
Van Nelson 
Trumbull County Community 
Action Program 

Brian Boettcher 
717 Credit Union 

Esther Buschau 
The Cafaro Company 

Dante Capers 
Warren City Schools 

Mayor Douglas Franklin
City of Warren 

Linsey Gray 
The Anderson-Dubose Company 

Pastor Todd Johnson 
Second Baptist Church 

Tammy Jorgensen
Premier Bank 

James LeDenko
Laborers Local 935 

Mathew Martin 
Trumbull Neighborhood 
Partnership

Don Moore 
City of Cortland 

Robert Nemeth
Stanwade Metal Products

John Rossi, Esq.
Farmers Trust Company 

Lisa Taddei
First Energy 

Todd Weddell 
United Steelworkers Local 2155 

Imagination Library for Trumbull County
Children Ages Birth Through Five Now Have FREE Books for Home

Grant Provides Aide to Six Trumbull 
County School Districts  
Southington Schools Receive a “Boatload” of School Supplies 

The release of a new ALICE (Asset Limited Income Constrained Employed) Report has come during an 
unprecedented time – the COVID-19 pandemic.   The pandemic has exposed the issues of economic fragility, 
widespread hardship, and growing disparities revealed in this latest report.  By showing how many Trumbull 
County households were struggling before the pandemic, the research provides the backstory for why the 
pandemic is having such a devastating economic impact. 

ALICE households are unable to afford the essentials, yet since they earn above the Federal Poverty Level, 
they are not eligible for assistance.  The large number of households struggling before the COVID-19 crisis 
(42% in Trumbull County) helps explain why the dual impact of the current health crisis and economic 
disruption is so severe.   

Seniors, in particular, are a high-risk group in terms of both health and finances.  Due to age, underlying 
conditions, and often living in group housing such as assisted living facilities or nursing homes, those over 
age 65 are more susceptible to getting and dying from COVID-19 than the general population.  This increased 
vulnerability, as well as the closing or limited access to senior centers, houses of worship, and other 
community organizations, has heightened anxiety and isolation among the senior population.  Some seniors 
have decided to leave the workforce earlier than planned in response to the heightened risk, thereby reducing 
their earnings and retirement savings.   

Thanks in part to funding from United Way of Trumbull County, partner agencies such as SCOPE and 
Trumbull Mobile Meals have been able to alleviate some of the anxiety created by the pandemic.  Seniors 
have continued to receive food and hot meals delivered to their homes along with a friendly smile.  For some 
seniors, this may be the only daily interaction with people they have. All COVID-19 protocols are followed to 
ensure the safety of the seniors, employees and volunteers. In addition, Women United of Trumbull County 
has continued to help with the cost of insulin for seniors who are struggling to afford even a basic budget and 
are sometimes forced to choose between life-saving medication and other essentials.  

Fundraising for non-profits has been difficult during COVID-19. This lack of funding impacts seniors as well as 
many others in our community.  Please consider donating to United Way of Trumbull County to continue 
support of these much-needed programs.  We cannot continue our work without your support.  To learn more 
about the ALICE Report, visit our website at www.unitedwaytrumbull/what-is-alice.  

NEED HELP?

CALL 2-1-1 
Your link to community resources. 
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NOVEMBER 
UNITED IN THANKS 
• Join us for Thankful Acts of Kindness and

help us recognize individuals who have
recently helped someone you know during
their time of need.

DECEMBER 
12 DAYS OF GIVING BACK 
• Volunteer individually or as a team at one of

our partner agencies!
(Free volunteer t-shirt available.)

• Show your community how to LIVE UNITED
by doing a RANDOM ACT OF KINDNESS for
someone in your workplace, neighborhood,
school, family, group of friends, or community.
(Free volunteer t-shirt available.)

Women United Help Seniors 
Like Sheila Smith 
 Join us as we work together to improve lives in Trumbull County 

UNITED WAY 
PARNTER 
AGENCIES 

American Red Cross Lake to 
River Chapter 

Boy Scouts of America 
Great Trails Council  

Catholic Charities 

Community Volunteer Council 

Family & Community 
Services: 

    Big Brothers Big Sisters 
    of Mahoning Valley 

    Foster Grandparents 
 Program 

    SCOPE Senior Services 

    Someplace Safe 

Greater Warren-Youngstown 
Urban League 

Help Network of Northeast 
Ohio 

Inspiring Minds 

Niles Community Services 

Northeast Ohio Children’s 
Rehabilitation Center 

Potential Development 
Program 

Salvation Army 

Second Harvest Food Bank 

Trumbull Mobile Meals 

SEPTEMBER 
UNITED FOR SUCCESS* 
• Develop and record a tutorial video of a fun

and educational, STEM-related activity for
students. (Free volunteer t-shirt available.)

OCTOBER 
THE GREAT FALL GIVE BACK 
• Join us as we complete basic yard work and

maintenance for Seniors, Veterans, and
physically impaired individuals.  You select
your date and availability, and we'll match your
team with a resident in need.
(Free volunteer t-shirt available.)

• Help boost mental and physical health by
hosting a Caring Card Shower or Personal
Care Items Drive for our senior residents.

For the past seven years, United
Way volunteers have come 
together for UWTC’s annual United 
Way @ Work event by rolling up
their sleeves and helping area 
seniors, veterans and physical 
impaired individuals with outside 
yard work and maintenance 
projects; and partner agencies with 
food, school supplies and basic 
essential needs.  However, due to 
COVID-19 pandemic, this year,
United Way @ Work projects will be 
socially distanced or virtual.  What 
does that mean?  That means there
are even MORE WAYS to get 
involved and help our community 
THRIVE! 

This year’s United Way @ Work 
projects include painting interactive 
signs for the Born Learning Trail, 
hosting a Caring Card Shower or 
Care Items Drive for nursing home 
and senior living residents,
developing a tutorial and fun STEM 
related video for local schools and 
their students, participating in 
Thankful Acts of Kindness, and
volunteering at one of our funded-
partner agencies who need 
additional help.

To learn more, CLICK HERE and 
register to volunteer for one of the 
safe and socially distanced 
projects. If you have a volunteer 
opportunity that you would like us to 
include as part of United Way @ 
Work or if interested in sponsorship, 
please direct an email to Cindy at 
crogers@unitedwaytrumbull.org.  

UNITED WAY OF TRUMBULL COUNTY
WAS AWARDED THE 

Born Learning Trail 
Breaks Ground 

Volunteers from Laborers Local 935 and Barton Malow began work on the Born Learning Trail at 
Perkins Park in Warren August 20th, as part of a new United Way @ Work project, and in an effort to 
further United Way of Trumbull County’s early literacy initiative to LEARN WELL.

The Born Leaning Trail, when completed, will be located on a stretch of sidewalk between the two 
pavilions, just west of the Warren Community Amphitheatre.  The trail will offer a series of 10 signs that
provide fun activities that promote early childhood literacy and physical activities for young kids in 
addition to helping parents and caregivers create quality engagement opportunities while visiting the 
park.  

As part of the Women United Diabetes Prevention and Management Initiative, the trail will also
include four additional signs encouraging kids to eat healthy foods and to make exercise a fun part of 
their daily routine.  

Based on Trumbull County’s 2019 Community Health Assessment, three health priority areas were 
brought to the forefront including mental health and addiction, chronic disease, and maternal and infant 
health.

“One way to decrease chronic disease is to provide opportunities for physical activity, which the Born Learning 
Trail will do through stations where children practice reading and have a physical activity to do while walking on 
the path around the playground.” announced Jenna Amerine, Grants Coordinator for the Trumbull County 
Combined Health Districts.

United Way would like to thank the project’s sponsor 717 Credit Union.  Thanks to 717’s financial 
support and the help of the project volunteers, this will be the first Born Learning Trail built in northeast
Ohio, outside of Ravenna. 
The Born Learning Trail is another example of how United Way is helping young children and students 
LEARN WELL.  United Way of Trumbull County’s LEARN WELL initiatives includes Reading Great by 8, 
designed to increase the number of Trumbull County children reading at grade level by the third grade, 
and the new Ohio Governor’s Imagination Library, created to ensure every child has access to free 
reading books from the moment they are born so that they are entering kindergarten ready to succeed.  

“Young children learn through playing – the Born Learning Trail will provide families with 
access to fun, hands-on activities that support how kids learn best and promote the 
development of early literacy skills. What a wonderful addition to Perkins Park!” said Lori 
Faust, Youth Services Manager of the Warren-Trumbull Public Library.   

United Way of Trumbull County will continue to offer a series of United Way @ Work volunteer projects 
that offer small group and virtual opportunities throughout the remainder of the year, many of which are
focused on early childhood literacy and STEM education.  To learn how you can get involved or to 
submit a volunteer opportunity, visit https://www.unitedwaytrumbull.org/united-way-work-2020. 

To learn more about Reading Great by 8 or to give a gift to help United Way of Trumbull County advance 
the Reading Great by 8 Literacy Initiative into every school district in Trumbull County, visit our webpage 
at https://www.unitedwaytrumbull.org/literacy-programs or direct an email to info@unitedwaytrumbull.org. 

Volunteer & Sponsorship Opportunities 

  
The Women United Diabetes Initiative launched in August of 2019 to raise awareness and provide help with 
the cost of insulin for people with limited incomes. 

During the past year, we have found that most people seeking help are seniors who are spending a 
significant portion of their monthly income on medication.  Though most have insurance through Medicare, at 
some point during the year they will experience a coverage gap, also referred to as the donut hole, when 
more of the financial responsibility will fall on them to pay for their prescription medications.  This often 
creates a hardship for seniors in our community forcing them to make tough choices about their medications.  

Sheila Smith, a senior citizen in Warren who has raised five children, has had diabetes for more than twenty 
years.  In talking with her, you sense immediately that she is a woman of great resilience and determination 
with strong family ties. But even though she believes “where there is a will, there is a way” she became 
concerned about how she could handle the rising cost of insulin along with the cost of her other prescription 
medications.  She began to “stretch” her insulin by reducing the medication from four daily doses to three 
daily doses.  She also cut back on the amount of times she tested during the day. But even with these ill-
advised actions, the cost had become overwhelming.  As she would stand in line at the pharmacy, she heard 
many others say they were doing the same thing. 

Her doctor stressed to Sheila how imperative it is for diabetics to take the recommended dosage of insulin to 
prevent complications from the disease.  She was uncertain what to do, so when she began taking nutrition 
classes at Trumbull Regional Medical Center, she asked the nurse for advice.  The nurse gave her 
information about Women United and Sheila was able to get help immediately.  Sheila has survived recurring 
skin cancer, a heart attack, a stroke, and other health issues from the time she was a young adult.  Recently 
she experienced trauma when a window unexpectedly came crashing down on both hands.  She remains 
vigilant, making sure they heal properly as diabetics are at a higher risk for amputation.  Her daily routine has 
become much more difficult and due to COVID-19, she cannot accept help from others without risking 
exposure.   

But amazingly, Sheila remains positive and optimistic.  She believes there is always someone else who is 
worse off than herself and if life begins to take a wrong turn, then she just turns it right!   If she has one piece 
of advice, it would be, “Never give up and to always look on the positive side”.  During the interview, 
Sheila reminisced about her blind aunt who learned to adapt to a dark world.  When she was young, Sheila 
watched how her aunt arranged her home to accommodate her needs.  She would then go home and turn 
out all the lights to understand the challenges her aunt faced.  She learned early on the importance of 
adapting, to never count yourself out, to rise to the challenge, and to always have a Plan B.   

If you need help with the cost of your insulin, call 330-207-2065.  If you would like to donate to the Women 
United Diabetes Initiative, you can send a check to our office, text Trumbull to 41444, or visit 
www.unitedwaytrumbull.org/womenunited.   We cannot provide assistance without your help! 

For more information or to sponsor an activity, visit https://www.unitedwaytrumbull.org/united-way-work-2020 

https://www.unitedwaytrumbull.org/united-way-work-2020
mailto:crogers@unitedwaytrumbull.org
https://www.newsbreak.com/channels/early-childhood
https://www.unitedwaytrumbull.org/united-way-work-2020
https://www.unitedwaytrumbull.org/literacy-programs
mailto:info@unitedwaytrumbull.org
http://www.unitedwaytrumbull.org/womenunited
https://www.unitedwaytrumbull.org/united-way-work-2020
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Prior to COVID-19, UWTC held auditions at Kent State 
University of Trumbull for kids in Kent State’s Theatre 
Program to be a Spokes Kid for United Way of Trumbull 
County. The idea is for the kids chosen to help spread the 
word about all the good work being done in our community.  
Though the pandemic changed and delayed the roll out, we 
are happy to introduce Bailey as our lead Spokes Kid!  She 
competed with other kids by learning and performing a script 
that explains what United Way is all about.  The three 
judges viewed more than 20 kids and chose Bailey based 
on her intonation, presence, and passion for giving back.  

Bailey has volunteered for United Way on several 
occasions.  She is most concerned about helping people 
who may be hungry or homeless and hopes her role as 
Spokes Kid will get much needed help for people in 
Trumbull County.   

We want to give a special thanks to her mom, Dana Warren-Tolios of TCF Bank for being our videographer 
and photographer for this project during these unusual times!  Dana is also a volunteer for United Way of 
Trumbull County. 

Stay tuned to see the video and learn about the United Way of Trumbull County Spokes Kids! 

 

Bailey Tolios Named Lead Spokes Kid  
for UWTC 
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To inspire and build a 
community where everyone 
has the opportunity to reach 

their full potential. 
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“The latest data 
published this year 
by United Way of 
Ohio shows that 
even before the 
pandemic, 42% of 
people in Trumbull 
County had an 
income level 
below the 
necessary 
threshold to afford 
the basics.” 
 
– Ginny Pasha 
President of UWTC  
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 For many, necessities have become hard choices - do I pay my rent, or do I feed my family?  The latest data published 
this year by United Way of Ohio shows that even before the pandemic, 42% of people in Trumbull County had an 
income level below the necessary threshold to afford the basics.  Now, help is needed not only for those who were 
hurting long before we ever heard of COVID-19, but also those who never expected they would have to make these 
hard choices due to circumstances beyond their control.  
 
The long-term consequences of this pandemic will not disappear any time soon.  For many people, your support 
means food on the table, diapers for infants, life-saving insulin, utilities, and the ability to pay their rent or mortgage.  
But let’s be honest, it really means looking their child or loved one in the eye and saying, “We will be alright”.  
 
Your support is also a long-term investment in the future of our community.  At United Way of Trumbull County, we 
invest in literacy initiatives like Reading Great by 8 to ensure students will read at grade level by grade three.  This 
year we also launched the Ohio Governor’s Imagination Library. At the time of this letter being published, 2,100 
children have registered to receive a free book in the mail every month.  And in August we announced the Born 
Learning Trail in Perkins Park.  When completed, the Trail will be a series of ten interactive signs that offer fun, 
learning activities for young children and their families with four additional signs that encourage kids to make healthy 
choices.  We believe we are one of only two counties in Northeast Ohio to offer a Born Learning Trail and may be the 
only one in the country with an additional focus on health intended to support the work Women United of Trumbull 
County is doing around diabetes. 
 
Your United Way also continues to support and partner with non-profits offering more than 20 local programs that align 
with our mission of being UNITED IN HELPING CHILDREN AND FAMILIES THRIVE. This includes the Help Network 
of Northeast Ohio, a critical resource for our community during the COVID-19 pandemic.  They serve as a 
comprehensive, up-to-date database of community resources, and they are the suicide hotline for Trumbull County.  It 
won’t be surprising to most of you to learn that mental health inquiries are now the number one reason people are 
calling for help.  Your local dollars are impacting local lives. 
 
In 2020, United Way of Trumbull County has risen to the challenge of the times by simply asking our community, “How 
can we help?”.  We listened and we have met the challenge by providing food and essentials, diapers, insulin, masks, 
school supplies, virtual read-alouds, and more.  We also provided Thankful Acts of Kindness for essential workers who 
are on the front-lines during this pandemic.  And we did all this while continuing our ongoing work to help people in our 
community to LEARN WELL, EARN WELL, and STAY WELL.  We have been here for you since 1923, and we will 
continue to be here for you through this pandemic and beyond.   
 
As we kick off our annual campaign, please enjoy the updates included here in our fall newsletter. We hope you 
appreciate the work we are doing and will consider giving a donation to support our collective futures.   I live 
here.  You live here.  Let’s LIVE UNITED for a better tomorrow for all of us in Trumbull County.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
 
President & CEO 
 

United Way of Trumbull County 
 
 

Dear Friends, 

In many ways the past few months have transformed our lives and our 
community. The onset of COVID-19 has created an unimaginable challenge for 
all of us.  It has exposed broken places in our community that have left those 
already marginalized even more desperate for help.  And others who never 
expected to need a helping hand – but now they do. 
 
Yet, in such a challenging time, the thing that gives me great hope and 
inspiration is seeing how quickly our community has come together.  
Collectively, we demonstrate the power we have as individuals, businesses, 
government, and nonprofits to address the needs of Trumbull County.  Our 
amazing network of donors and partners are ensuring that 
resources continue to flow to our friends and neighbors during this 
unprecedented time.   
 
 

of Trumbull 
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	Huntington Bank’s
	Stuff the Bus campaign proved successful despite the Pandemic.



